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Visual Effects Society Announces Special 2020 Honorees
Distinguished VFX Practitioners to be Recognized This Fall
Los Angeles (June 22, 2020) – Today, the Visual Effects Society (VES), the industry’s global professional honorary
society, announced the Society’s newest Lifetime members and this year’s recipient of the VES Founders Award.
The names of this year’s VES Fellows, Honorary members and inductees into the VES Hall of Fame will be
announced at a later date. The honorees and Hall of Fame inductees will be celebrated this fall (details are TBD
amidst the evolving COVID-19 public health orders, with an abundance of caution).
Venerated industry executive Ray Scalice was named recipient of the 2020 VES Founders Award. The Society
designated visual effects producer Debbie Denise, professor and FMX founder Thomas Haegele, visual effects
supervisor Richard Hollander, VES and model shop supervisor-special effects artist Eugene "Gene" P. Rizzardi, Jr.
with Lifetime VES memberships.
“Our VES honorees represent a group of exceptional artists, innovators and professionals who have had a
profound impact on the field of visual effects,” said Mike Chambers, VES Board Chair. “We are proud to
recognize those who helped shape our shared legacy and continue to inspire future generations of VFX
practitioners.”
Founders Award Recipient: Ray Scalice for his sustained contributions to the art, science or business of visual
effects and meritorious service to the Society. For more than 40 years, Scalice has served in executive
management positions with Lucasfilm Ltd, Industrial Light & Magic, Walt Disney Company and Pacific Title Digital.
Currently, and with more than 80 film credits, Scalice holds the position of General Manager/Executive Producer
for Pixel Magic. Scalice started his career at the Walt Disney Company in 1976 and within a year, he was
promoted to finance manager of the entertainment development division, and began his ascension in pivotal
executive positions.
A founding member of the Visual Effects Society, Scalice has served in multiple leadership roles, including many
years on the Awards Committee and as co-chair of the Business, Labor & Law Committee, and as a member of
the global Board of Directors. Scalice is also an instructor/lecturer on the Motion Picture Industry for the school
of business at Woodbury University.
Lifetime Member: Debbie Denise for meritorious service to the Society and the global industry. Executive
producer Denise has been involved with the visual effects and animation industry for almost thirty years. Inspired
to enter the VFX business after watching WHO FRAMED ROGER RABBIT, she joined Industrial Light & Magic where
she worked with Ken Ralston, Robert Zemeckis and Steve Starkey, producing the visual effects for DEATH
BECOMES HER and FORREST GUMP. After moving to Sony Pictures Imageworks with Ralston, they continued their
longstanding relationship with the filmmakers on CONTACT and CAST AWAY.

VES 2020 Honorees

Denise has shepherded many groundbreaking films through Sony Pictures Imageworks as Executive Vice
President of Production for the visual effects and animation on such films as THE AMAZING SPIDER-MAN, ALICE
IN WONDERLAND, WATCHMEN, SUPERMAN RETURNS, Academy Award® nominated STUART LITTLE, HARRY
POTTER, MEN IN BLACK II, CLOUDY WITH A CHANCE OF MEATBALLS 2 and HOTEL TRANSYLVANIA.
Lifetime Member: Thomas Haegele for meritorious service to the Society and the global industry. After working
as a freelance artist and Creative Director, Professor Haegele established Polygon, one of the first German
production houses for professional computer animation. He is the co-founder of FILMAKADEMIE BadenWuerttemberg, and was a professor for Animation and Digital Imaging for more than 25 years. He served as the
Director of the Institute of Animation, Visual Effects and Digital Postproduction, as well as the Deputy Managing
Director of the Filmakademie, which has become synonymous with excellence in high-end animation, VFX and
post-production education, consistently producing top talent to the global marketplace. Haegele is also the
founder and conference chair of FMX, Europe's most influential Conference on Animation, Effects, Games and
Transmedia.
Lifetime Member: Richard Hollander, VES for meritorious service to the Society and the global industry. Hollander
is a freelance visual effects supervisor, currently working on AVATAR 2 and AVATAR 3. As President of the Film
Division and Senior Visual Effects Supervisor at Rhythm & Hues Studios, he presided over film production of visual
effects for THE LION, THE WITCH AND THE WARDROBE, SUPERMAN RETURNS, GARFIELD, 300: RISE OF AN
EMPIRE, CAT IN THE HAT, AND CHRONICLES OF RIDDICK, among others. Prior to that he was a founding partner,
Vice President and Visual Effects Supervisor at VIFX.
Hollander is a member of the Academy of Motion Picture of Arts and Sciences, serving on the Sci-Tech Council
and the Executive Committee for the Visual Effects branch, and has co-chaired the Digital Imaging Technology
Sub-Committee. He is a founding and long serving board member of the Visual Effects Society and a VES Fellow,
and is the recipient of a Scientific and Technical Achievement Award from the Academy of Motion Picture Arts
and Sciences.
Lifetime Member: Eugene "Gene" P. Rizzardi, Jr. for meritorious service to the Society and the global industry.
Now retired, Rizzardi is an acclaimed model shop supervisor and special effects artist, who operated his own
model and prop company, Modelwerkes and Special Effects. He started his work in the special effects
department as miniature and model maker in the late 1970's when he worked on SCARED TO DEATH,
MEGAFORCE, V and V: THE FINAL BATTLE and THE HUGGA BUNCH, which garnered him an Emmy Award for
Outstanding Special Visual Effects. Further credits include DEMOLITION MAN, APOLLO 13, TITANIC, ALIEN:
RESURRECTION, GODZILLA, AMERICAN BEAUTY and DINNER FOR SCHMUCKS.
Rizzardi is featured in the 2011 documentary SENSE OF SCALE. He has served for many years on the VES Board of
Directors and is a member of the Visual Effects Branch of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences and
the Association of Professional Model makers.
About the Visual Effects Society
The Visual Effects Society is a professional global honorary society dedicated to advancing the arts, sciences and
applications of visual effects and to upholding the highest standards and procedures for the visual effects
profession. It is the entertainment industry's only official organization representing the extended global
community of visual effects practitioners, including supervisors, artists, producers, technology developers,
educators and studio executives. VES’ more than 4,000 members in 40 countries worldwide contribute to all
areas of entertainment – film, television, commercials, animation, music videos, games and new media. To learn
more about the VES, visit www.visualeffectssociety.com and follow us on Twitter @VFX Society. Read our
signature publication VFX Voice at www.vfxvoice.com

